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SPRING MEETING ATTENDEES

FROM:
SUSAN NOLAN 

NCOIL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE:
DOCUMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE 2011 NCOIL 

SPRING MEETING IN WASHINGTON, DC


Legislators will consider proposals on the following key issues during the March 4 through 6 NCOIL Spring Meeting in Washington, DC. 

· healthcare balance billing

· religious healthcare sharing ministries regulation

· U.S. trade policy and state preferred drug lists (PDLs) 

· aftermarket crash parts

· trucking/courier workers’ compensation coverage
· patient safety

· natural disaster catastrophe funds

· claims history databases

· property-casualty flex-rating 
Materials that have been submitted in accordance with the NCOIL 30-day deadline rule may be voted on or discussed during the Spring Meeting.  Documents that have not been submitted in accordance with the deadline would require a two-thirds vote of a committee prior to consideration, followed by a separate two-thirds vote for adoption.  Documents must have a legislative sponsor and may only be moved for adoption by a Committee member. 

Any documents approved by a committee at the NCOIL Spring Meeting could be considered by the NCOIL Executive Committee at the same meeting.

HEALTH, LONG-TERM CARE & HEALTH RETIREMENT ISSUES COMMITTEE
BALANCE BILLING

On March 5, the Committee will consider a proposed Healthcare Balance Billing Disclosure Model Act, co-sponsored for discussion by Sen. Ann Cummings (VT) and Rep. Charles Kleckley (LA).  The proposed model law would require transparency, accountability, and disclosure among facility-based providers, healthcare facilities, and health benefit plans regarding network benefits and financial responsibilities in the delivery of non-emergency care.

HEALTHCARE SHARING MINISTRIES

On March 5, the Committee will consider a proposed Healthcare Sharing Ministries Freedom to Share Act, co-sponsored by Sen. James Seward (NY) and Rep. Ron Crimm (KY).  The proposed model law would exempt faith-based healthcare sharing ministries—whose members will not be required to purchase insurance under recent federal healthcare reforms—from state insurance laws.

INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE ISSUES COMMITTEE

U.S. TRADE POLICY AND STATE PREFERRED DRUG LISTS 

On March 4, the Committee will consider a proposed Resolution Opposing Commitments on Pharmaceutical Reimbursement and Insurance Regulation in Free Trade Agreements, sponsored for discussion by Reps. Robert Damron (KY) and Kathleen Keenan (VT).  The resolution urges the USTR to defend the principles of state insurance oversight and to omit drug reimbursement commitments from future trade agreements.  The resolution also, among other things, affirms the importance of state insurance regulation in light of recent U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) activity.  

PROPERTY-CASUALTY INSURANCE COMMITTEE

AFTERMARKET CRASH PARTS

On March 6, the Committee will consider and take a final vote on a proposed Model Act Regarding Motor Vehicle Crash Parts and Repair, sponsored for discussion by Rep. Charles Curtiss (TN).  The draft model would require disclosure and consent before a crash part is repaired or replaced; set ground rules for insurers to specify aftermarket parts; require lasting, visible labels on parts; and promote accountability.
A proposed amendment, sponsored by Rep. Brian Kennedy (RI), would add language to presume that a certified aftermarket part is capable of restoring a vehicle to pre-loss condition.  Separate amendments, sponsored by Rep. Byrum, would address insurer liability and specification of aftermarket parts, among other things.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE COMMITTEE

TRUCKING/COURIER COVERAGE

On March 4, the Committee will consider a proposed Trucking and Messenger Courier Industries Workers’ Compensation Model Act, sponsored for discussion by Rep. George Keiser (ND).  The proposed model law would set clear rules for determining who is an independent contractor, not an employee, in the trucking and courier business and thus is exempt from state workers’ comp laws.  
REVIEW OF NCOIL MODEL LAWS FOR SUNSET/RE-ADOPTION

As per NCOIL bylaws, the Health, Long-Term Care & Health Retirement Issues Committee is scheduled to review the following model law.

PATIENT SAFETY 

A Patient Safety Model Act establishes mandatory error reporting requirements for hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, and mental health facilities and establishes a mandatory hospital reporting system for infection statistics.  Legislators adopted the model in November 2005.
The Property-Casualty Insurance Committee is scheduled to review the following models, which were deferred from the Annual Meeting due to time constraints.

CATASTROPHE FUND 


An NCOIL Natural Disaster Catastrophe Fund Model Act creates a fund aimed at helping a state maintain a viable and orderly insurance market in the event of a major natural disaster.  Legislators adopted the model in November 1995, readopted it in July 2001, amended it in July 2003, and readopted it again in July 2005.
CLAIMS HISTORY INFORMATION

An NCOIL Model Act Regarding the Use of Insurance Claims History Information in Homeowners and Personal Lines Residential Property Insurance bans adverse actions based solely on previous property-owner experience and sets various other insurer restrictions on use of claims data.  The model also establishes insurer filing and disclosure requirements.  Legislators adopted it in July 2005.
FLEX-RATING

An NCOIL Property/Casualty Flex-Rating Regulatory Improvement Model Act establishes a 12 percent flex-band, within which an insurer can file rate changes on an expedited basis during any 12-month period.  The band applies to aggregate statewide rate increases or decreases.  The bill is intended for use in jurisdictions with more restrictive rating-filing and review systems.  Legislators adopted the model in February 2004.
Please contact the NCOIL National Office at 518-687-0178 or at info@ncoil.org should you have any questions.
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