
TEXAS

Governor
Name: Rick Perry
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Four Year Term, ending 2010
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Assumed Office as Governor - 2001
- First Elected Governor - 2002
- Former Lieutenant Governor - 1998-2001
- Former Texas Commissioner of Agriculture - 1990-1998
- Former Member - House of Representatives - 1985-1991
- Veteran - U.S. Air Force

College/Degrees:
- Texas A&M University

Hometown: Tarrytown

Governor’s address and telephone:
Office of the Governor
State Capitol
P.O. Box 12428
Austin 78711

512-463-2000

Fax Number: Contact Form/Website:
512-463-1849 www.governor.state.tx.us

431

Governor’s staff, key cabinet
officers and commissioners:
Chief of Staff:

Jim Kimbrough
512-463-1762
512-475-1849 (fax)

Legal Counsel:
David Cabrales

512-463-2000
512-463-1932 (fax)

Director of Communications:
Robert Black

512-463-1826
512-463-1849 (fax)

Director of Legislative Affairs:
Ken Armbrister

512-463-1830
512-475-1849 (fax)

Budget Director:
Mary Katherine Stout

512-463-1778
512-463-1975 (fax)
marykatherine.stout
@governor.state.tx.us

Commissioner of Banks:
Charles G. Cooper
2601 North Lamar Blvd.
Austin 78705

512-475-1300
512-475-1313 (fax)
charles.cooper@banking.state.tx.us

Director of Motor Vehicle
Titles & Registrations Division:

Rebecca Dabio
4000 Jackson Ave.
Austin 78731

512-465-7365
512-467-5909 (fax)
rdabio@dot.state.tx.us
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Texas — Insurance Department

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT

Insurance Regulator
Title: Insurance Commissioner
Name: Mike Geeslin
Elected: Appointed by the Governor 
Term: Serves at the pleasure of the Governor
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Appointed Commissioner - 2005
- Former Deputy Commissioner for Policy - TDI
- Former Budget and Policy Advisor/Governor Rick Perry - 2003-2005

College/Degrees:
- Texas A&M University - B.S.

Commissioner’s address and 
telephone: 

Insurance Commissioner 
Texas Department of Insurance
P.O. Box 149104
Austin 78714-9104

512-463-6464

Fax Number: E-Mail:
512-475-2005 laverne.chase@tdi.state.tx.us

Website: (Executive Assistant)
www.tdi.state.tx.us
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Commissioner’s staff:
Chief of Staff:

Karen Phillips
Associate Commissioner

512-305-7249
512-475-2005 (fax)

Legal Services:
Sara Waitt
Senior Associate Commissioner

512-475-1821
512-475-1772 (fax)

General Counsel & Chief Clerk:
Gene Jarmon

512-305-7351
512-475-2025 (fax)
chiefclerk@tdi.state.tx.us

Government Relations:
Carol Cates
Associate Commissioner

512-463-6123
512-475-2025 (fax)
GovernmentRelations@tdi.state.tx.us

Public Information Office:
Ben Gonzalez

512-463-6425
512-463-6141 (fax)
PIO@tdi.state.tx.us

Public Affairs:
David Durden
Associate Commissioner

512-463-6464
512-475-2005 (fax)

Bureau chiefs and/or persons in
charge of:
Annual Statement Filing:

Danny Saenz
Senior Associate Commissioner

512-322-5040
512-322-5074 (fax)
financialanalysis@tdi.state.tx.us

Company Licensing & Registration
Division:

Godwin Ohaechesi
Director

512-322-3507
512-322-3550 (fax)
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Senate Leadership— Texas

LEGISLATURE

Senate:
19 Republicans, 12 Democrats

President Pro Tem
Name: Robert Duncan
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Four Year Term, ending 2012
Occupation: Attorney
County: Lubbock
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to Senate - 1997
- First Elected President Pro Tem - 2009
- Former Member - House of Representatives - 1993-1996

Committee Assignments:
- State Affairs Committee - Chair
- Finance Committee
- Higher Education Committee
- Jurisprudence Committee
- Natural Resources Committee

College/Degrees:
- Tech University - B.S., J.D.

Birthdate: August 5, 1953
Hometown: Lubbock

President Pro Tem‘s address President Pro Tem’s staff:
and telephone: Chief of Staff:

Office of the President Pro Tem Porter Wilson
P.O. Box 12068 512-463-0128
Capitol Station
Austin 78711

512-463-0128
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Consumer Protection:
Audrey Selden
Senior Associate Commissioner

512-322-4309
512-305-7463 (fax)
ConsumerProtection@tdi.state.tx.us

Health Maintenance
Organizations:

Margaet Lazaretti
Deputy Commissioner

512-322-4266
512-490-1013 (fax)
HMOgrp@tdi.state.tx.us

Insurance Fraud Unit:
Dennis Pompa
Associate Commissioner

512-463-6492
512-490-1001 (fax)

Licensing, Life/Health Section:
Katrina Daniel
Associate Commissioner

512-305-7342
512-322-4296 (fax)
license@tdi.state.tx.us

Property & Casualty:
C.H. Mah
Senior Associate Commissioner

512-322-3587
512-463-6122 (fax)

Property & Casualty Actuarial:
J’ne Byckovski

512-475-3017
512-463-6122 (fax)

Rate Filing & Operations,
Life/Health Section:

Angelia Johnson
512-322-3575
512-490-1016 (fax)

Surplus Lines:
Kathy Wilcox

512-322-3535
512-322-3550 (fax)
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Texas — Senate Committee on Business and Commerce

Fax Number: E-Mail:
512-463-2424 robert.duncan@senate.state.tx.us

E-Mail/Web Site:
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/members/dist28/dist28.htm#=District

Information:
Secretary of the Senate

512-463-0100
Bill Status:
Legislative Library

512-463-2182 
Document Procurement:
Senate Bill Distribution

512-463-0252

Senate Committee on Business & Commerce
Chair
Name: Troy Fraser
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Four Year Term, ending 2010
Occupation: Businessman/Investor
County: Bell, Blanco, Brown, Burnet, Callahan, Coleman, Commanche,

Eastland, Erath, Gillespie, Hamilton, Kerr, Kimble, Lampasas
Llano, Mason, McCulloch, Menard, Mills, San Saba, Taylor

Accomplishments/Past Service:
- First Elected to Senate - 1996
- Former Member - House of Representatives - 1987-1992

Committee Assignments:
- International Relations & Trade Committee
- State Affairs Committee

College/Degrees:
- Angelo State University
- University of Texas, Arlington

Birthdate: August 10, 1949
Hometown: Horseshoe Bay

Vice Chair
Name: Chris Harris
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Four Year Term, ending 2010
Occupation: Attorney
County: Dallas, Denten, Tarrant
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to Senate - 1990
- Former Member - House of Representatives - 1985-1990

Committee Assignments:
- Economic Development Committee - Chair
- Finance Committee
- Judiciary Committee
- State Affairs Committee

College/Degrees:
- Texas Christian University - B.A.
- Brylor Law School - J.D.

Hometown: Arlington
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House Leadership— Texas

Fax Number for all Website:
Committee Members: www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/

512-475-3732 commit/c510/c510.htm
E-Mail:

troy.fraser@senate.state.tx.us (Chair)

House of Representatives:
76 Republicans, 74 Democrats

House Majority
Speaker
Name: Joe Straus
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Two Year Term, ending 2010
Occupation: Legislator
County: Bexar (portion)
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to House - 2005
- First Elected Speaker - 2009

College/Degrees:
- Vanderbilt University - B.A.

Birthdate: September 1, 1959
Hometown: San Antonio
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Committee address and telephone:
Senate Committee on
Business & Commerce
The Honorable Troy Fraser, Chair
P.O. Box 12068
SHB 370
Austin 78711

512-463-0124

Committee staff:
Committee Clerk:

Tatum Reagan
512-463-0365

Committee Members:
Troy Fraser, Republican (Chair)

512-463-0124 
512-475-3732 (fax)
troy.fraser@senate.state.tx.us

Chris Harris, Republican (Vice Chair)
512-463-0109
512-475-7003 (fax)   
chris.harris@senate.state.tx.us

Kip Averitt, Republican
512-463-0122
512-475-3729 (fax)
kip.averitt@senate.state.tx.us

Kevin Eltife, Republican 
512-463-0101   
512-475-3751 (fax) 
kevin.eltife@senate.state.tx.us

Craig Estes, Republican
512-463-0130
512-463-8874 (fax)    
craig.estes@senate.state.tx.us

Mike Jackson, Republican
512-463-0111
512-475-3727 (fax)
mike.jackson@senate.state.tx.us

Eddie Lucio, Jr., Democrat   
512-463-0127
512-463-0061 (fax)    
eddie.lucio@senate.state.tx.us

Leticia Van de Putte, Democrat
512-463-0126
512-463-2114 (fax)
leticia.vandeputte
@senate.state.tx.us

Kirk Watson, Democrat 
512-463-0114 
512-463-5949 (fax)   
kirk.watson@senate.state.tx.us
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Texas — House Leadership

Speaker’s address and telephone: Speaker’s staff:
Office of the Speaker Executive Assistant:
House of Representatives Amy Chamberlain
Capitol Bldg. 512-463-1000
Room 2W-13
Austin 78701

512-463-1000

Fax Number: E-Mail:
512-463-0675 joe.straus@speaker.state.tx.us

Website:
www.house.state.tx.us/speaker/welcome.htm

Speaker Pro Tem
Name: Craig Eiland
Affiliation: Democrat
Term: Two Year Term, ending 2011
Occupation: Attorney
County: Chambers (portion), Galveston (portion)
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to House - 1994
- First Appointed Speaker Pro Tem - 2009

Committee Assignments:
- Appropriations Committee
- Insurance Committee

College/Degrees:
- Baylor University, B.B.A.
- Baylor School of Law, J.D.

Birthdate: April 1962
Hometown: Galveston

Speaker Pro Tem’s address Speaker Pro Tem’s staff:
and telephone: Administrative Assistant:

Office of the Speaker Pro Tem Lynette Kilgore
Capitol Building 512-463-0502
Room GW.5
Austin 78701

512-463-0502
Fax Number: E-Mail:

512-936-4260 craig.eiland@house.state.tx.us
Website:

www.house.state.tx.us/members/dist23/eiland.php
Information:
House Clerk

512-463-0845
Bill Status: 
Legislative Library

512-463-2182
Document Procurement:
House Document Distribution

512-463-1144
General Fax Number:

512-475-4626 (Legislative Library)

House Insurance Committee
Chair
Name: John T. Smithee
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Two Year Term, ending 2010
Occupation: Attorney
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House Insurance Committee— Texas

County: Armstrong, Dalham, Deaf Smith, Randall
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to House - 1984
Committee Assignments:

- Regulated Industries Committee
College/Degrees:

- West Texas State University
- Texas Tech School of Law - J.D.

Birthdate: September 7, 1951
Hometown: Amarillo

Vice Chair
Name: Trey Martinez Fischer
Affiliation: Republican
Term: Two Year Term, ending 2010
Occupation: Attorney
County: Bexar (portion) 
Accomplishments/Past Service:

- First Elected to House - 2002
Committee Assignments:

- Civil Practices Committee
- Urban Affairs Committee

College/Degrees:
- University of Texas, San Antonio - B.A.
- Baruch College of Public Affairs - MPA
- University of Texas School of Law - J.D.

Hometown: San Antonio

Fax Number for all E-Mail:
Committee Members: john.smithee@house.

512-476-7016 (Chair) state.tx.us
Website: www.house.state.tx.us/committees/320.htm
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Committee address and
telephone:

House Insurance Committee
Texas House of Representatives
EXT E2.150
P.O. Box 2910
Austin 78768-2910

512-463-0788

Committee staff:
Chief Clerk:

LyAnna Johnson
512-463-0788

Committee Members:
John T. Smithee, Republican (Chair)

512-463-0702
512-476-7016 (fax)
john.smithee@house.state.tx.us 

Trey Martinez Fischer, Republican
(Vice Chair)

512-463-0616
512-463-4873 (fax) 
trey.fischer@house.state.tx.us  

Kelly Hancock, Republican
512-463-0599
512-463-0751 (fax)
kelly.hancock@house.state.tx.us

Todd Hunter, Republican
512-463-0672
todd.hunter@house.state.tx.us

Carl Isett, Republican   
512-463-0676
512-708-8427 (fax)
carl.isett@house.state.tx.us

Larry Taylor, Republican
512-463-0729
512-474-2398 (fax) 
larry.taylor@house.state.tx.us

Joe Deshotel, Democrat  
512-463-0662 
512-463-8381 (fax)
joe.deshotel@house.state.tx.us
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Key Legislative Dates:
Biennial session begins on the second Tuesday in January, and runs 140 calendar

days. The bill introduction deadline is the sixtieth calendar day of regular session.
Four-fifths of membership present and voting may vote an exception . 
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Texas — House Insurance Committee

Craig Eiland, Democrat 
512-463-0502    
512-463-0149 (fax)
craig.eiland@house.state.tx.us

Senfronia Thompson, Democrat  
512-463-0720 
512-463-6306 (fax)
senfronia.thompson
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